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Study 1 - Daniel 1 
Survivor 

Key statement: But Daniel resolved not to defile himself… 

Getting Started 
What’s going on? 
The story of the Old Testament is pretty simple – God creates humanity, then calls together one people 
through which to bless the whole world, giving them their own land in which to enjoy him and point 
others to him (Genesis to Deuteronomy). From Joshua to 2 Kings, we find a continuous narrative of how 
they mucked it up, despite God’s amazing patience!  
Even before they had made it into the promised land, God had warned his people of the consequences 
of disobeying and ignoring him (see Deuteronomy 28:58-65). But right up to the last minute, they 
ignored all the warnings that God had given them (see Jeremiah 25:8-11). And now it was too late… 

Digging In 
Read 2 Kings 23:36-24:6 
How would you describe 
(a) King Jehoiakim’s attitude to God
(b) King Jehoiakim’s foreign policy
(c) God’s response?

Now turn to Daniel 1:1-2 
According to verse 2, why is Judah conquered? 
What does this tell us about God? 

Read verses 3-7 
How would you describe Nebuchadnezzar’s strategy for dealing with the new arrivals in Babylon? 

Read verses 8-16 
Presumably Daniel (and the others) had no option but to co-operate (verse 10 suggests how King 
Nebuchadnezzar treated people who wouldn’t do what they were told!). So why does Daniel draw the 
line at food in verse 8? 
One clue can be found in Nehemiah 7:63-64.  There, people who have lost their birth certificates, so 
can’t prove their identity, are barred from serving as priests in the Temple. They are ‘unclean/
defiled’ (the same word as Daniel 1:8) in the sense that they can’t prove who they are. Daniel won’t eat 
the food because it will actually undermine his identity. It’s as if eating the royal food will make him 
forget who he is!  
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Another big part of this comes from the food laws that Daniel and his friends have followed their whole 
lives. As they read through Leviticus 11, they would have found very specific laws regarding what they 
could and couldn’t eat. As survivors of the exile, which God explicitly says happened because of Israel’s 
disregard for God’s law, Daniel and his friends would have a renewed desire to do things God’s way. It 
isn’t surprising that they want to avoid illegal foods and keep themselves holy. 
Daniel doesn’t come up with this plan to make a grand public statement – how many people know 
about this?  
How would you describe their manner in attempting to keep themselves holy by avoiding unclean 
food?  

This ‘diet’ is designed simply to remind Daniel and the others that they belong to the Living God. 
Suggest some ways in which we can regularly remind ourselves of ‘who we are’ as children of God: 

If we remember who we really are in Christ, what effect will this have on the way we think and speak 
and act? 

What were Daniel and his friends risking by doing things God’s way?  
What’s the result of their ‘diet plan’? Who is behind their success? (see 1:9, 17) 

Daniel 1:17-21 
Why do you think God gives these men such wisdom, and places them in such key positions? (NB. 
Daniel was involved at the heart of the Babylonian/Persian Empire for over 70 years – basically the 
whole duration of the ‘Exile’ (that is, the time God’s people spent outside the promised land). 
God has clearly punished his people – but do you think he has given up on them? Why/why not? 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
God is at work in Babylon in quiet and unexpected ways, but there is no doubt he is in control. Do 
you think this is how God works today?  

We belong to Jesus. What other ways do we define ourselves and why are they dangerous? 

What practical things can we do and say each day to help us to remember that we are children of 
the living God, and are precious to him? What parts of Scriptures might you read or memorise to 
call this to mind? (For example: Romans 8:28-35; 1 Peter 5:7)  
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Study 2 - Daniel 
Dreamcatcher 
 

Key statement: Praise be to the name of God….wisdom and power are his. 
 

Getting Started 
Dreamtime... 
The Babylonians were very into their dreams. Do you remember your dreams? Do they make 
any sense? Do you have friends or family who record their dreams and try to find meaning in 
them? How do you respond when they speak to you about it?  

 

Digging In 
Read Daniel 2:1-13 
Nebuchadnezzar was the man who had everything – why do you think his dreams annoyed 
him so much? 
Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar was so hard on his ‘dream-interpreters’? 
 
In verses 10-11, the magicians do actually speak the truth! Where do people today look for 
answers to their fears and anxiety? Is this a problem? 
 
Read Daniel 2:14-25  
List the ways in which Daniel speaks and behaves: 
Verse 14 
Verse 15 
Verse 18 
Verses 20-23 
How does Daniel’s behaviour compare to the wise men? And Arioch’s behaviour in verse 25? 
 
 
 
Read Daniel 2:26-35 
In your own words, describe what Nebuchadnezzar dreamt: 
 
Daniel is really clear on how he is able to interpret this dream (see verses 27-28, 30) – what 
does he say? 
In the Bible, wisdom is only available in one place – where is that? (See Proverbs 3:5-8, 1 
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Corinthians 1:26-31, James 1:5-8) 
 
Note – in both 1 Corinthians and James, the writers are concerned that we’ll think that God 
only gives wisdom to smart or significant people - why is that nonsense? Who does God offer 
his wisdom to? 
 
Read Daniel 2:36-45 
If we work on the principle that ‘the main things are the plain things and the plain things are 
the main things’, what are the two most important messages in this dream? (see verses 38-43 
for the first thing, and verses 44-45 for the second) 
 
What is good and not so good about Nebuchadnezzar’s response? 
 
What does Daniel’s reaction tell us about him? 
 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
In our world, what does it mean to be ‘wise’?  
 
What’s different about the wisdom that we see in this chapter? 
 
How can you become wiser?  
 
What are some practical ways you can grow in this area this week?  
 
How can people support you in prayer with this?  
 
God’s Kingdom lasts forever: what difference does that make to the way in which we think 
and act? See Hebrews 12:28-29 
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Study 3 - Daniel 
Saved! 
Key statement: The God we serve is able to save us... 
 
Getting Started 
How do you work out where to draw the line? When do you say ‘no’ to outside pressures to 
do things you know displease the Lord?  

 

Digging In 
Read Daniel 3:1-7 
What does the text tell us about Nebuchadnezzar? 
 
What impact did the events of Chapter 2 have in his life? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s ‘issues’ may seem fairly extreme but how would you describe what’s at 
the root of his attitude? 
 
Are you at all like Nebuchadnezzar? If so, how?  
 
Read Daniel 3:8-15 
What’s behind the approach of verses 8 and following?  
 
Sometimes people take an irrational dislike to Christians – why do you think that is? 
 
Nebuchadnezzar seems to lose his temper pretty regularly (see also verse 19, 29)– what does 
that tell us? 
 
What’s wrong with Nebuchadnezzar’s closing statement in verse 15?  How does this help us 
to understand what sin is? 
 
Read Daniel 3:16-17 
Why don’t Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego feel the need to defend themselves? 
 
What do they say about God? 
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What do you think of what they say in verse 18? 

How could they act like this? 

Read Daniel 3:18-30 
What did Nebuchadnezzar do to make sure that the three men are eradicated? 

What does God do? 

Who do you think the 4th man is? What does the text say? 

What does Nebuchadnezzar say about his 3 officials? (verses 28-29) 

Do you think this whole incident has any effect on Nebuchadnezzar? 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
What is it about God that makes Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego act the way they do? How 
do you want to be like them?  

God is ‘with’ his people: even in the fiery furnace. What does it mean for you personally that 
God is with you when it is hard to follow Jesus?  

It would have been much easier to bow to the statue. What or when are you strongly tempted 
to just go along with things rather than stand out by following Jesus clearly?  
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Key statement: And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

Getting Started 
How would you define ‘pride’? 

What about ‘humility’? 

Digging In 
Read Daniel 4:1-3 

In the light of chapters 1-3, what do you think of what King Nebuchadnezzar writes here? 

How is this an encouragement as we pray for people who aren’t Christians? 

Read Daniel 4:4-8 

How does Nebuchadnezzar’s behaviour compare with 2:5-6? 

Why didn’t he go straight to Daniel? 

What do you make of verse 8b? 

Read Daniel 4:9-18 

How clear is Nebuchadnezzar on why Daniel can interpret dreams? 

Why do you think he can’t work the meaning of the dream out for himself? 

Study 4 - Daniel 
Humbled! 
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Why do we need to explain the gospel to people? If we explain it clearly, how come people 
don’t always get it straight away? 

Read Daniel 4:19-27 

How does Daniel sum up the interpretation in verses 25-26? 

How would you describe his attitude to his boss in verse 27? 

Read Daniel 4:28-37 
How does Nebuchadnezzar respond to the dream, and Daniel’s advice? 

How could he act like this? 

What’s different about the way Nebuchadnezzar speaks about God from verse 34? 

What’s the connection between sanity and what Nebuchadnezzar faces up to? 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
Has your definition of pride or humility shifted after reading through this chapter of Daniel? If 
so, how?  

Read James 4:6-10 
How do we ‘humble ourselves’? 

What does God mean when he says he will ‘lift us up’? Why is it not proud to want God to lift 
us up?  
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Key statement: You did not honour the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. 
 
Getting Started 
Many people go through life without ever really thinking about ‘the big questions’ – why do 
you think this is? 
 

Digging In 
Read Daniel 5:1-4 

What kind of man was King Belshazzar? 
 
Given the fact that the Persians were knocking on the door (they invaded that night), what 
might have been going through his mind? 
 
If this is how some (or many) people think, what can we expect when we explain the message 
of Jesus to them? 
 
Read Daniel 5:5-9 
Why does Belshazzar crumple when God confronts him? 
 
How do people we know who aren’t yet Christians deal with their fears? 
 
Read Daniel 5:10-17 
Why doesn’t Belshazzar think of asking Daniel in the first place? 
 
When the ‘Queen Mother’ (probably Nebuchadnezzar’s widow) intervenes, how do you think 
that makes Belshazzar feel?  
How does he speak to Daniel? 
 
 
God often speaks through unlikely people (especially women!) in the Bible. Why do you think 
this is? (See also 1 Corinthians 1:25-2:5) 
 

Study 5 - Daniel 5 
Weighed and Found Wanting  
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How does Daniel speak to Belshazzar (in contrast to Nebuchadnezzar in e.g. 4:27)? Why do you 
think this is? 

Read Daniel 5:18-23 
What has Belshazzar done (or not done!) according to verses 18-22? 

And according to verse 23? 

Read Daniel 5:24-31  
Sum up the message that was written on the wall in your own words: 

Daniel, God’s old ‘warhorse’ is promoted yet again, and Belshazzar is deposed and killed. What 
is the writer telling us through these details? 

What is the simple core message of this chapter? 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
Read John 5:22-30 
In the New Testament, who does the judging? 

What is the basis on which we will be judged (NB 5:24)? 

What would you say to someone who says that they don’t like the angry God of the Old 
Testament, but much prefers the loving God we find in the New Testament? 

If Jesus is our Judge (as well as our Lord, Friend, Elder Brother, Shepherd, King, Protector etc 
etc) how should that affect the way we think and live this week?  
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Study 6 - Daniel 6 
Keep Going 
Key statement: In every part of my Kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.  
For he is the living God, and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his 
dominion will never end (6:26). 
 

Getting Started 
Read 6:1-9 

6:1-3. Another day, another despot! There has been yet another regime change – but what 
has happened to Daniel? What does this tell us about God? Daniel? 

 

6:4-5. Why do these men have a problem with Daniel? 

 

6:6-9. Why does Darius sign off on the law they propose? 

 

What do these verses tell us about  

a) human nature  

b) what we can expect if we are living for God? 

 
Digging In 
Read 6:10-15 

Did Daniel break the law? Why? 

 

Why did he continue to follow his daily, unobtrusive routine? 

 

What does 6:13 tell us about Daniel (compare with Chapter 1) 

 

In 6:14 Darius, one of the most powerful men in the world, fails to do something.  What is the 
clear implication? 
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Read 6:16-28 

How would you describe Darius’ reaction in 6:16-18? 

 
Where is the focus in 6:19-23? (How is Daniel described? How does Daniel describe what has 
happened?) 
 
 
The harsh realities of verse 24 are simply reported, without additional comment.  What is the 
eventual, unavoidable consequence of lining up against God? 
 
 
6:25-28 confirms that this chapter isn’t really about Daniel at all – what is its astonishing 
message? (And who announces that message?) 
 
 
In Daniel, God shows himself to be superior to every King who shows up.  Where is that 
pattern leading? See Revelation 11:15 and Hebrews 12:28 
 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
This chapter is designed to demonstrate God’s ability to do what? 
 
 
In Acts 2:22-24 and 3:13-15, God reverses an even worse situation – to what effect? 
 
 
How does this chapter of Daniel help us trust God in our everyday lives?  
 
How would you use this chapter to  encourage your family or friends if they were feeling 
scared or alone?  
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Study 7 - Daniel 7 
Cloud King 

Key statement: There before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven. 

Getting Started 
What do you think are the major obstacles in making sense of the Bible? 

Three things to remember when reading ‘apocalyptic’ literature: 
i) This is picture language (like poetry)
ii) Its purpose is to provoke an emotional and spiritual reaction
iii) The message is always in the big picture (the main things are the plain things!)

Digging In
Read Daniel 7:1-8 
What does Daniel see? 

What are the main characteristics of these creatures? 

How does Daniel feel when he sees these beasts? 

How much damage do they do? 

What is the message of these verses? 

Read Daniel 7:9-14 
Who is described in verses 9-10? 

According to verses 11-12, how does the figure of verses 9-10 relate to the beasts of verses 1-
8? What is their ultimate fate? 

What happens in verses 13-14? 

Who is this person? (see Luke 19:10) 
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When do you think this happened? (see Luke 21:25-32) 
 
Read Daniel 7:15-28 
What happens to the fourth beast and the horns? 
 
 
What is the end result of this conflict? 
 
 
What happens to God’s people (the ‘saints’)? 
 
 
Sum up what the Son of Man and the Ancient of Days actually do in this dream: 
 
 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
Read Mark 1:14-15  
When Jesus starts preaching publicly, what is his core message? 
 
In the light of Daniel 7, what can we say about this kingdom which was about to arrive? 
 
How does Jesus set up this kingdom? 
 
If we are part of this kingdom, what can we expect right now? In the future? 
 
Where was Jesus going when he ascended into the clouds? Where is he now? (see Acts 7:56) 
How does this encourage you in your daily life?  
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Study 8 - Daniel 8-9 
The Way Home 

Key statement: We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of 
your great mercy… 
 
NB . Three things to remember when reading ‘apocalyptic’ literature: 

i. This is picture language (like poetry) 
ii. Its purpose is to provoke an emotional and spiritual reaction 
iii. The message is always in the big picture (the main things are the plain things!) 

 

Getting Started 
What sort of things do we have in common with the people we read about in the Bible? 
 

Digging In 
Read Daniel 8:1-14 
What 3 ‘creatures’ does Daniel see this time? 
 
What are the main characteristics of these creatures? 
 
What does the horn do and where? (see verse 9, 12, 13) 
 
Why was this simultaneously shocking and strangely reassuring? 
 
So what does all this mean? 
 
Read Daniel 8:15-27 
How does Daniel feel at the end of all this?  
 
The message of this chapter is quite specific to Daniel’s generation – what is it? 
 
Read Daniel 9:1-3 

What is Daniel reminded of from Jeremiah’s prophecy? 

How does the vision he has just seen in chapter 8 help him to keep what is soon to happen 
(the return from  Exile) in perspective? 
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Read Daniel 9:4-19 
This is one of the great prayers in the Bible – and it is packed full of material from earlier parts 
of the Bible. Why is it important to allow the Bible to shape the way in which we pray? 

Why does Daniel include himself in his confession? 

How does Daniel describe the behaviour of God’s people? 

In Deuteronomy 11:26-32, the way in which God’s covenant works is explained. How does 
Daniel say this has turned out? 

Now that they are going back into the land, what does Daniel think of their prospects (Daniel 
9:18-19)? 

Read Daniel 9:20-27 
According to Gabriel, the future looks bleak for God’s people in the foreseeable future – but 
what can they look forward to? (see verse 24 – see also Deuteronomy 30:1-11 and  
Hebrews 8:7-13) 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
We are not in the same place as Daniel – we now relate to God through this ‘new covenant’. 
What can we say that Daniel couldn’t? 
2 Corinthians 5:17  

2 Corinthians 3:18 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17, 5:5 

How does this help you live your life for Jesus? 
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Key statement: I have come to explain what will happen to your people in the future. 

NB . Three things to remember when reading ‘apocalyptic’ literature: 
i. This is picture language (like poetry)
ii. Its purpose is to provoke an emotional and spiritual reaction
iii. The message is always in the big picture (the main things are the plain things!)

Getting Started 
Lots of people today describe themselves as ‘spiritual’ – what sorts of things do they mean 
by that? 

Digging In 
Read Daniel 10:1-3 
This is Daniel’s final vision (chapter 10 is really the introduction to the vision which comes in 
chapters 10-11). How would you describe Daniel’s mood in verses 2-3? 

In the light of chapters 8 & 9, why do you think he is so troubled? 

So what do you think the vision that follows is designed to do? (e.g. verses 12, 19) 

Read Daniel 10:4-9 
How would you describe the mystery man who appears in verses 5-6? 

What impact does his appearance have on Daniel and his friends? 

Who or what could this be? What are the options? 

Read Daniel 10:10-14 
Why has this man come from God? How does God feel about Daniel? 

In verse 13, some others are introduced… 
What sort of a being is ‘Michael’?  (see also Daniel 10:21, 12:1, and Revelation 12:7-9) 

Study 9 - Daniel 10-12 
Future Focus 
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Who or what then is the ‘Prince of Persia’ likely to be? 
 
So what sort of conflict is being described here (and in verse 20)? 
 
Read Daniel 10:15-21 
How does Daniel react to being told all this? 
 
Why do we need to know all this? (Hint: why did God explain it all to Daniel?) 
 
What can we say about the forces of good and evil from Daniel 10? 
 
The New Testament fills this out for us: 
What does Colossians 1:16 tell us about these creatures? 
 
What do Colossians 2:14-15 and 1 John 3:8 tell us about the forces of evil? 
 
In Ephesians 6:10-18, Paul explains what we should ‘do’ with this truth. If all this is true, how 
then should we live? 
 
Read Daniel 11:2-10 (and there is much more of the same all the way to verse 35!) 
What precisely is this describing? 
 
Why is all this space devoted to political details like this? 

 

NB. Don’t forget the purpose of this vision – e.g. 10:19 

 

Read Daniel 11:36-39 

What is this final king in the series like? (previously described in 7:2ff and then again in 8:23ff 
and 9:27) 

 

Read Daniel 11:40-45 
It seems that now we are dealing not with an earthly king, but some kind of supernatural, 
representative evil ruler. Why do you think he is introduced at this point? 
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What is God telling us by warning us about this ‘anti-Messiah’? (see also 1 John 2: 18-23) 

Read Daniel 12:1-4 
What does Daniel see next? 

Read Daniel 12:5-13 
At the end of all this, what two things is Daniel to do? 

Ideas to Action 
So what? 
If we know that God is in control, what two things should we do? 

Read Hebrews 10:19-25. How can this help people like us to keep going? 

What have you learned from the book of Daniel?  Take a moment to jot down here the main 
things that God has been teaching you: 

What will determine which group we are in? 

Where else will people look for meaning in life? What will be the outcome? 
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NOTES 

A couple of quick tips on reading Daniel 

Like most of the Old Testament, it is important to read big chunks. Read a chapter or more at a 
time. As you read try to keep the rest of the 'story' in mind. Try not to get lost in the details, 
especially in the second half of the book.  

Chapter One sets the scene for us and gives pointers for how we should be reading this book. 
The first two verses draw our attention away from the human plight of Daniel and the people 
of Israel and focus our attention on the battle between kings, and the battle between man-
made religion and the creator God. This is a book about kings that come and go. And it is a 
book about God and His King who will rule forever. 

Daniel's visions, in the second half of the book have become known as 'apocalyptic' in genre. 
This can be a little off-putting, so as you read do two things.  

Firstly, try to understand the 'big-picture' without worrying so much about the details. 
Secondly, where there is no interpretation given, be slow to form your own conclusions. It is 
fine for us not to understand absolutely everything. It helps us remember that God is true King 
and that we need to trust him.  
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