The Psalms of the Shepherd

Study 4
Psalm 24 Letting the King Come In
This psalm has taught people all down the centuries, the absolute priority in their lives of the worship of God.  It was recited by Jews first thing on the first day of each week.  It is used by Christians worldwide on Ascension Day and verses 7-10 are sung by Reformed Churches in the service of Holy Communion.
It could refer to the arrival of the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6 v.12 and following).  But it is clearly also a Messianic Psalm – a reference to the King of Kings even Jesus, coming in triumph.  It points forward to the time when the gates of the Heavenly Jerusalem, to use the picture language of the Book of Revelation, will be thrown open in eternity and the whole world invited to enter.

As an historical aside, King George VI asked for verses 7 and 8 to be sung at the opening of the Glasgow Exhibition in 1938, to the tune St George’s Edinburgh, even as this psalm was used at the opening of the Great Exhibition in London in 1851.

The Psalm falls into 3 parts: The Earth is God’s (v. 1,2); Who may come to God (v. 3-6); The coming of the King (v.7-10).

Part 1 The Earth is God’s v.1-2

Never think of God in exclusive or nationalistic terms.  It is God’s world and we are merely tenants.  Even the disciples regarded the world as Jewish (Acts 1:6) but Jesus had to teach them that his was to be a spiritual Kingdom – worldwide (Acts 1:8).
“Founded it upon the seas”, could refer to the idea of a subterranean abyss of water (Gen. 7:11) (see Psalm 136:6) (and Exodus 20:4).

Part 2 Who may come to God (v.3-6)

This is a wonderfully profound passage.

v. 3 asks a question.

v. 4 answers it.

A pure heart is what Jesus referred to in Matthew 5:8.  And clean hands.  That is outward actions as well as inward.  Pilate was exactly the opposite.  He washed his hands but nevertheless was guilty (Matthew 27:24).  Curiously these verses are a shortened version of Psalm 15, both by David.

v.5 What does such a person find when he comes to God? – Blessing and vindication (which means clear of faults).  Here is an OT statement of the NT doctrine of justification by faith.  If we approach God trustingly, we will find salvation in Him.  Jesus spoke about this in Luke 18:9-14.

It is worthwhile to quote from David Dickson, a 17th century Scottish Divine “The Holy life of the true believer is not the cause of his justification before God, but he shall receive justification and eternal life, as a free gift from God by virtue of the Covenant of grace, therefore it is said in Psalm 24:5, we shall receive righteousness from God of his salvation”.
Justification precedes sanctification and this is clearer if we revise some phrases in v. 4,5 to this sequence.
v. 5(b), v.5(a) and v.4

(Spurgeon says (Wittely) of verse 6, these are the regeneration of them that seek Him).

Part 3 The Coming of the King v.7-10
v.1,2: Prepares the earth for his coming

v.3-6: the people who inhabit the earth are prepared and in

v.7-10: the King comes.

We can sing these verses but they have meaning only when we actually let him.  Spurgeon asked the question, How can I get there?  I have neither a clean heart or clean hands.  Then he looked to Christ who had already climbed the Holy Hill.  So he concludes – follow in His footsteps and repose upon His Merit.
The psalm is obviously suitable for singing – antiphonally (that is one group asks a question, the other answers it).

Verses 3,8 and 10 ask questions while in other verses, the response occurs, concluding with everyone singing v.10 “The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of glory”.  Here in the Psalter we meet the phrase “Lord of Hosts” – the great Jehovah, the ruler of heavenly powers, the Supreme sovereign of the Universe.  He alone has the right to be called Omnipotent.

