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Study 6
THE ETERNAL LEGACY FROM THE UPPER ROOM

STUDY 6
St John 17
Last Prayer for the Disciples.
Lightfoot in his commentary on John says (p. 296); “Their Lord has now taken His journey (v.11), made ready a place for them (14:2), hence they are enabled to go with Him into the Presence of the Father (17:1) to hear His prayer that they too, while remaining in the world, may share in this union (17:11, 21) since the continuance and progress of their Master’s work is to fall on them (17:11, 20)”.
Three times Jesus “lifts up His eyes” (John 6:5; 11:41; 17:1) and in 17:1 we have His prayer of thanksgiving.  Here in Chapter 17 we have probably the most sacred passage in the Gospels – Jesus’ prayer of self-dedication.  It falls into three sections:
Verses 1-5
The Father and the Son.

Verses 6-19
The Son and the disciples.

Verses 20-26
The disciples and the world. 

A. – Verses 1-5
The Father and the Son.

For Jesus, life was life with a climax and that climax was the Cross and the completion of His work.  But the Cross was not the end – a resurrection was to follow.

It was as if God pointed at the Cross and said, “This is what men think of my Son”, and then to the resurrection adds, “This is what I think of my Son”.  We must glorify God by our obedience.

Verse 3 – The only occasion when our Lord is recorded as having used the title Jesus Christ.

Verse 4 – Finished the work.  The teaching is over – now He explains the meaning of His approaching departure.  The battle between heaven and hell is about to be fought.  Once the perfect sacrifice of Himself has been offered and the reconciliation made, then the gift of eternal life will be available to all believers.  The glory of Jesus will shine through the ages.

Verse 5 – The pre-existence of Christ (see also John 17:24).
B. – Verses 6-19
The Son and the Disciples.

Verse 6 – See the Messianic Psalm 22:22.

Verse 8 – Confirms what John said in 16:29-30.  There is divine authority to the witness of the church and its challenge to the world.  The “remote, invisible God” has been brought so close to men that the humblest Christian can follow.  This whole section is packed with truth.  God’s spirit moves in our hearts to respond to the appeal of Jesus.  It shows us both a joy and a warning of hatred of the world.  Calvin said; “Now being freed from all trouble we must not bask in luxurious ease but with the help of God we will be preserved in a scene of danger”.  The world will be won through the witness of the disciples.

Verse 12 – Jesus had already warned them in John 13:18.

Verse 19 – Jesus consecrates Himself, as both Priest and Victim.  No other man could possibly consecrate himself.

C. – Verses 20-26
The Son, the Disciples and the World.

Verses 20-21 gives us a glimpse of the future while verses 22-26 speak of the gift and the promise of glory.

Verse 20 is especially precious – Jesus prays for us.

Verse 22 – What was the glory of Jesus?

(a) The Cross – Jesus did not speak about being crucified but glorified.  It is an honour and glory to suffer for Christ.
(b) His perfect obedience – real glory comes from doing God’s will.

(c) By Jesus’ life, men recognised His special relationship with God.

Verse 24 – Disciples must behold with adoration.

Verse 25 – Note “Righteous” Father.  “God’s holiness is the guarantee that He will keep His saints from the evil of the world and His justice forbids Him to abandon them”.  (Tasker – John p.193).
Closing thought from Barclay – John Volume 2 page 258.

“Jesus goes straight to the Cross after this prayer.  He is not to speak to His disciples again.  His last words were not of despair but glory”.

